Formation and fate of platelet microparticles.
There is increasing evidence that platelet microparticles participate in thrombus formation. Yet the origin of platelet microparticles and their fate in the circulation remain poorly defined. It is unknown, for example, whether circulating platelet microparticles found in healthy individuals are derived from activated platelets or generated during megakaryopoiesis. The life span of platelet microparticles and the mechanism of their clearance have also not been determined. This article addresses these fundamental aspects of the physiology of platelet microparticles.